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Dear Lake Mathews Community, 

 

Happy Spring!  It does seem unimaginable that we are already   

looking at the end of the academic year on May 30, 2019 at 11:50 

a.m. 

 

This has been a busy month since spring break as we have been    

interviewing to fill positions for our retirees and change in assign-

ments.  In kindergarten, Mrs. Rachel Conrad is joining us from a sis-

ter school, and Mrs. Rachel Burke has been hired for 1st grade.  

Many of you know Mrs. Burke as she had done several long term 

substitute positions for us.  In our 5/6 SDC class we will be         

welcoming Mrs. Holly Estes and in 6th grade Mr. Tyson Lacoste 

coming from a private school.  Ms. Barton’s replacement for      

principal’s secretary is Ms. Michelle Taylor from Chemawa Middle 

School.  We still do not know about Mrs. Kaplan’s position, but we 

will advise you as soon as we are notified. 

 

Next year will be one of change, but as we know, change is the only 

constant.  We have an enthusiastic new PTA board and discussions 

are already taking place about activities.  Our students continue to be 

dedicated scholars and caring leaders through Student Leadership 

and Kindness Club.  In addition, the continued support of the many 

volunteers is so key to the students’ success. 

 

This is my last monthly message as principal at Lake Mathews.  I 

made the decision to retire which is with many mixed emotions.  

There is excitement for a new chapter of my life and yet, sadness as I 

will miss all of you and the work we have done together for these 

many years.  Lake Mathews is a strong, healthy academic communi-

ty and the great work will continue. 

 

With much appreciation for your support and caring for the students, 

 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 
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Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 

 

April 26-Award Assemblies, 8:30 

9:10 –gr 3 & 5, 2:00—gr 4 & 6 

May 6—5th gr field trip 

May 17—Mininum Day-

Dismissal—11:50 am 

May 27—NO Classes, Memorial 

Day 

May 29—9:00 am—6th gr       

promotion 

May 30—Last Day of School, 

Dismissal—11:50 am 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

for your child.  Let them sound 

it out.  We are not looking for 

perfection, but the strategies 

they use to figure out how a 

word is spelled. 

Science: 

In science, during the month of 

May, we will investigate many 

different amazing creatures 

(including dinosaurs!)  Addition-

ally, we will focus on landforms 

and our world. 

Math:   

We continue learn about num-

bers from 1-100, including the 

use of the calendar and master-

ing the days of the week and 

months of the year.  We will also 

be wrapping up the year with an-

alyzing, comparing, and compos-

ing shapes.  

The end of May is filled with many 

assessments.  As we approach the 

end of the year, we will be testing 

on math (Module 5 and 6), lan-

guage arts (fluency, comprehen-

sion, and writing), and DIBELS.  

There are many activities going on 

in May.  Watch for details from 

your child’s teacher.  

 Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545          

smattsonrusd.k12.ca.us  

        Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 43524                                    

       dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512             

dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us      

        Mrs. Rees  Ext.  43519    

         rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

 

Kindergarten Chatter 
Kindergarten News 

Can you believe school is almost 

out for the summer? Time is 

flying by!  

 Language Arts/Reading/

Writing: 

In language arts, we will begin 

our final theme “We Know a 

Lot”,  followed by a few weeks 

about dinosaurs.  This is always 

a fun and exciting way to wrap 

up the year.  Please continue to 

work with your child on careful-

ly forming the letters and prac-

ticing neat penmanship. During 

writing, we will continue our fo-

cus on writing four or more sen-

tences and continue to edit our 

work.  As a reminder, when 

writing sentences for home-

work, please do not spell words 

 April showers bring May flow-

ers, so we have been learning 

about plants and growing our very 

own flower!  The Kindergarten 

and Transitional Kindergarten 

grades want to thank REEF 

(Riverside Educational Enrich-

ment Foundation) for the grant 

that allowed us to purchase 5 

Earthboxes. They arrived in time 

to enable us to grow our plants in 

these containers, and next year 

we can get an early start and 

grow some nutritious foods!   We 

continue our study of insects and 

butterflies, we are hoping our 

butterflies will emerge and be 

ready for release in early May. 

Our language arts theme this 

month is “Make It Move”.  We will 

include all kinds of movement:  

transportation, human, and even 

magnetic fields.  In math, we will 

focus on addition and subtraction. 

As we near the end of the school 

year, I can see that the TK’s are 

ready to move on to kindergarten.  

They will be natural leaders in 

their new grade level! 

One important event this month is 

our Mother’s Day Tea.  It will be on 

May 13th from 8:30-9:15.  We hope 

all the mom’s will be able to attend.  

As I am retiring at the end of this 

school year, I just want to take 

this opportunity to say that I 

have loved my 15 years teaching 

kindergarten at Lake Mathews.  

It has been a blessing to be able 

to teach and live in the same 

neighborhood as my students.  I 

will miss you all, but at the same 

time, I look forward to this new 

chapter in my life. 

.Mrs. Burch,   Ext. 43505 

(mburch@rusd.k12.ca.us) 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

The end of the year is rapidly approaching!  Soon our brilliant second graders will be off to third grade!  Before they go, 

there are many more things to learn and activities to do.   

In math, we will continue to focus on Module 8 Time, Shapes, and Fractions as Equal Parts of Shapes.  We will also 

continue to complete the application word problems by using the R.A.C.E strategy.  Please continue to practice counting group 

of coins with your child. 

In Language Arts, students will complete our last theme, Theme 6 “The World Around Us.”  Students will be spiral re-

viewing some of the reading strategies learned this year.  We will continue to summarize stories, review main ideas and de-

tails, and identify author’s purpose of a text. 

This third trimester we will continue to focus on narrative writing.  Students will write narratives which recount well 

developed events, including details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings.  Students will also use temporal words to sig-

nal event order and provide a sense of closure.   

There are many second grade events coming in the next month, so please keep an eye out for notices from your 

child’s teacher.  Please make sure your child continues to be present and on time to school as we have 

district assessments and other grade level common assessments to review for and complete before the 

school year ends.   

As always, thank you for your support and encouragement.  Our students’ education has been a 

success this year because of the hard work and diligence of our students, teachers and you!    

       The Second Grade Teachers 

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us)               

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510  (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

First Grade News 

Hopefully all first grade families had a restful spring break.  Many families were able to attend Open House and 

enjoyed having their child act as a tour guide through their classroom.  As this newsletter hits the press,  your 

child’s first grade year will have only 5 weeks left!  As the school year quickly moves toward the finish line, your 

first grade team has been  planning academics and end of the year activities that are sure to bring fun and learn-

ing in the weeks ahead.  

During the past few weeks, first graders have been hard at work in math with tens and ones, comparing and con-

trasting story characters and elements in reading, learning about the seasons and moon phases in science, and 

learning about cultures.  Our field trip to The Orange County Zoo gave students the opportunity to encounter a 

variety of animals.  Each first grade class made a published book available for purchase.  It becomes a treasured 

memory as the years pass.  As the year draws nearer to its close, information about our “Race to Second Grade” 

game board will be sent home.  As always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact your child’s teacher. 

The First Grade Team 

Ms. Duarte   Mrs. Wilson 

Mrs. Torres   Ms. Starr 

Mrs. Nuttall 
Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Nuttall Ext.43519   dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us       

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Mrs. Starr Ext 43509   cstarr@rusd.k12.ca.us 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us


Greetings Bobcat Parents! 
Happy Spring!  We hope everyone had a wonderful spring break and enjoyed some restful time off 
with your families.  We enjoyed seeing all of you at Open House before we left on break.   We are back 
now and ready to roll out the rest of the trimester.  Third grade will be gearing up for State Testing which will  be upon us 
soon.  Please access the CAASPP websites and have your students review the practice tests that are available to them.  
Here’s what is going on in other areas of curriculum: 
Math:  We are still mastering all of our facts in the four areas of operations.  We are finishing our module collecting and 
displaying data and moving into our last module which encompasses geometry.  Please review your student’s homework 
nightly for areas they may be struggling with.  Do not forget to add in some Dream Box and Prodigy online math practice 
as well. 
Language Arts:  We finished our district testing on opinion writing and will turn our attention now in this last trimester to 
narrative writing.  Please continue to help your child at home with reviewing their work that comes home.  As always, we 
are working to improve our reading comprehension and reading skills.  Make sure your student is continuing to take their 
AR quizzes weekly.   
Social Studies/Science:  As we move into these next units, science will focus on physical science which will include matter, 
energy, and light. In social studies, we will be finishing up our final units in economics and looking at industry . 
Thank you as always for your continued support and help with our students and classrooms! 
The Third Grade Team         Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Steel~ Ms. Sheskey           

                                                 ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43523)          (x43516)    

 Ms. Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Flotron (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)    Mrs. Fprsee (,mforsee@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

Fourth Grade Fun 
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We hope everyone is enjoying springtime as much as we are! Our third trimester has been wonderful thus far. There are many activities 
happening within the fourth grade so be sure to read notices coming home. State testing has arrived, and fourth grade will begin with language arts 
on April 25th, 26th, and 29th. We will complete the math portion on May 3rd, May 6th, and May 7th. During these here are some suggestions that 
you can do to help your child succeed: Make sure your child gets a good night’s rest.  Have your child eat a healthy breakfast.  Make sure your child 
arrives at school on time.   

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Our explorations in reading continue with the McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders program. As we move in to the spring, we 
are continuing our studies of diverse text genres from tall tales and narratives that parallel our social studies unit on government.  We will be going on 
an in-depth examination of different comprehension skills and analyzing each one in the context of various genres. We will continue to practice vocab-
ulary using context clues and other strategies for finding the meaning of unknown words. Each day we build upon our connections as we delve deeper 
into our content through collaborative conversations, writing, and close reading. As for our genre writing focus, we have already began our third and 
final genre, narrative writing.  We will  be writing personal narratives, a true story about ourselves, and personal fictional narratives, a made-up story 
about ourselves.  We will learn how to organize our ideas clearly in selecting a specific event, or “seed idea” for which our story can grow. From then 
we learn how to write witth a sequence of events,using transition words. Lastly, we focus on narrative writing techniques like using figurative and 
descriptive language, and dialogue to make our writing more engaging. District writing assessments will take place in May.  Please continue to make 
sure students are completing their nightly reading. 

MATH:  We have moved on to Module 4: Angle Measure and Plane Figures. This module introduces points, lines, line segments, rays, and angles, as 

well as the relationships between them to students. They will learn how to first identify these geometric objects, and will then apply that understand-

ing to classify figures and solve problems. Please review your child’s math homework every night to reinforce what is being taught in the classroom.  

As a reminder, homework support for our math lessons is available through Embarc.online, and/or the Great Minds Eureka website. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We are wrapping up the year with Unit 4: Growth and Development. In these chapters, we will be able to recognize and analyze 

the long-term effects that the Gold Rush had on the development of California as a modern state. We will learn about key advancements in transpor-

tation and communication like the Pony Express and later the Transcontinental Railroad. We will discover how these changes in communication had a 

lasting influence in uniting our state with the rest of the country.  In chapter 12, we will exam the structures, functions, and powers of the local, state, 

and federal government as described in the U.S. Constitution. 

SCIENCE:  As we end the year, we will be completing our Physical Science unit. The unit of study includes two chapters: Electricity and  Magnetism.  

Students will explore how electricity and magnetism are related effects that have many useful applications in our everyday lives.        The fourth grade 

team would like to remind everyone that we have 4th Grade P.E. outdoors Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Please make sure your child is wearing 

appropriate shoes or bringing shoes with them to change.  Also, please remind your child to use their breaks (before school, morning, and lunch re-

cess) to use the restroom so they do not miss valuable instructional time. Please continue to check with your students nightly for reminders about 

homework and exciting upcoming events. We also encourage you to check your 4th grade teacher’s PowerSchool Learning website. Please look out for 

notices regarding end of the year activities. 

  We hope you have a wonderful rest of your spring!    Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

 Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
We are now in the last trimester of 6th grade! Our behavior contract started on March 4th, and we know that our students 

will be able to meet our behavior expectations so they will be able to participate in all of the end of the year activities!  

The students enjoyed the trip we took to Miller Middle School. They were provided information on how to make their mid-
dle school experience successful. Please visit Miller’s website for more information on upcoming events and opportunities.  

In language arts, we will continue to cover 6th grade standards using the Wonders textbook as well as start preparing for 
the rigorous state testing that will take place in May. Students will shift from learning how to write expository text, to writing narra-
tives that include a plot and character development in the third trimester. 

In social studies, the students will be finishing the unit on ancient China and we will start learning about the history and 
culture of Ancient Greece. We will also focus on Greek mythology. They will continue to use textual evidence to support claims us-
ing primary sources by answering essential questions using the R.A.C.E. strategy.   

In math, the students are finishing Module 3 and learning how to represent points on the coordinate plane. They are iden-
tifying the axes, quadrants, and origin. The students are learning how to recognize relationships that exist between the points as 
reflections across the axes. We will be starting Module 4 soon, which is learning about the order of operations and how variables 
are used in expressions and equations. The students are graded each week on the Spiral Review, so it is important that they are 
completing all parts and using notes if they are confused.  

In science, the sixth graders are starting the next topic on Biodiversity, which focuses on Earth Ecology. The students are 
learning how biodiversity contributes to the sustainability of an ecosystem. They will learn about genetic, ecological, and species 
biodiversity and how they all are important factors of ecosystems thriving. The students will continue to learn through collaborative 
groups while completing lab stations.  

Thank you for all the donations for the candy grams. This has been a great success in the past and helps provide funds for 
the end of the year 6th grade activities. We really appreciate all of the volunteers that dedicated their time. 

An email should be sent out soon from Pali Institute that has a link for the Parent Pack (student application form). It is 
important to complete the form as soon as possible if your child is going to attend science camp. Thank you again for all of your 
continued support! 

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us   

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 

Our fifth grade students have worked hard this entire year, and it is hard to believe that we are already seeing it come to a close!  They 

have just recently finished their state computer-based testing for language arts and science, and they are still busily preparing and study-

ing for their state test in math.  Students will take their math SBAC test during the mornings of May 8th, 9th, and 10th.  We would greatly 

appreciate if students could be in attendance, on time, and well-rested on those days.  Thank you in advance for your help!  Our instruc-

tional focus for the next month will be the following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  As we wrap up the year, our focus will be on how people can bring about positive change through shared experience, as 

well as how people can determine and express the importance of valuable resources.  In writing, they have been busy creating their own 

narratives using a variety of writing techniques, such as figurative language, dialogue, and sensory descriptions.      

MATH:  After completing our state testing for math, our instructional focus for math will move to review and preparation for sixth grade 

standards.  We will continue to practice essential concepts by working with fractions and decimals, as well as base ten concepts and all 

four operations.  As usual, please continue to encourage your child to practice multiplication math facts on a regular basis as these will 

continue to be essential for your child’s success in mathematics. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We will continue our focus on our nation’s development throughout its early years, including learning about our nation’s 

Constitution, along with the three branches of government created through that document.  After that, they will learn about the history 

behind our nation’s growth and development westward. 

SCIENCE:  Students will continue working in physical science where they are learning about the various properties of matter, the Periodic 

Table of Elements, the structures of atoms and molecules, and how new substances are created through chemical reactions.   

Thank you for your continued support! 

--The Fifth Grade Team 

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mlcervantes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Sanchez Ext. 43517  
(mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 
(nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3  6th grade    

panoramic  picture 

4 

5 
 

6 
5th gr field 

trip 

7 
 

8 9 10 

 
 

11 

12 13 
 

14 15 16 17 
Minimum Day 

Dismissal-11:50 am 

18 

19 20 
6th gr science 

camp 

 

 

21 
6th gr science 

camp 

22 
6th gr science 

camp 

 

23 
 

24 
Award               

Assemblies 

TK,K,1—8:30 

2, 3 - 9:10 

4, 5—1:30  

 

25 

26 
 

27 
Memorial 

Day 

NO Classes 

 

28 
 

29 
9:00 am—6th gr 

Promotion 

 

Not a collaboration 

Day –Dismissal: 

2:40 pm 

 

    

30 
Last Day of 

School 

Minimum Day 

Dismissal: 

11:50 am 

 

Report Cards Go 

Home 

31 
 

 

    

 

  

 

  

     
     2019  

MAY 



Greetings Bobcats! 

 

The year is quickly coming to an end but there are still a few 
activities planned for May.  Mark your calendars so you don’t 
miss out! 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week: May 6-10, 2019 

LME has wonderful teachers and the PTA will be showing our ap-
preciation for all that they do for our children throughout the 
week.  Daily themes include: 

 

Monday: “Thanks a Bunch”  

Tuesday: “My Teacher is Awesome” 

Wednesday: “Thanks for Lighting Our Way” 

Thursday: “ Supply Them with Thanks” 

Friday: “How Sweet it is to be Taught by You” 

 

Students can show their appreciation for everything their teacher 
does for them by participation in the daily themes or by cre-
ating their own special Teacher Appreciation gift. 

 

Family Sock Hop: May 18, 2019 

Celebrate the end of the school year at the Family Sock Hop.  Eve-
ryone is invited to attend this free event.  Come dressed in 
your favorite 50’s outfit or just come to look at the classic cars 
and enjoy the festivities.  This event will also include: 

 

Selfie Photo Stations 

Great 50’s Music 

Hula Hoop & Twist Contests, etc. 

 

Food trucks will also be on site to provide you with the option to 
purchase food if you’d like. 

 

Volunteer Thank You & PTA General Association Meeting 
on May 23, 2019 at  8:30 AM in the LME MPR 

Thank you volunteers for giving over 5,500 hours of your 
time this year to make all of the PTA activities, events 
and fundraisers possible for our children. 

 

All volunteers and PTA Members are invited to attend this 
meeting where we will recognize and thank our vol-
unteers and recap the highlights of this year. 

 

Yearbook Sales: May 28 & 29, 2019 (or while supplies last)  

If you would still like to purchase a yearbook, there will be 
approximately 100 soft cover yearbooks for sale the 
last week of school for $20.00 per yearbook.  They 
will be sold on a first come, first serve basis. 

May 

3—College Spirit Day 

6—10 –Teacher Appreciation Week 

9—RUSD Parent Engagement Seminar:  Helping Chil-

dren Manage their Stress 

17—Minimum Day (Early Release:  11:50 am) 

18—Family Sock Hop 5:00—8:00 pm at LME 

23—Association Meeting & Volunteer Thank you 

24—Superhero Spirit Day 

27—Memorial Day (No School) 

28-29—Yearbook Sales 

30—Last Day of School (Early Release: 11:50 am) 

Lake Mathews Elementary 

PTA Newsletter 

 


